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To the Worthy 


COMMUNITY 


O F 


Proteſtant Diſſenters 
In Little Hild.-Ftreet. 


Honoured and Beloved, 
8 855 2 8 a laſting Honour to your 
Society, to have had a pious 


e Pcrion among you, ſo de- 
_—Y to obſerve the Wonders of Pro- 


vidence, astoleave behind him a kind 

Voice, to give you an annual Sum- 
* Mr. T, Taylor, who left a Legacy for that End. 

+ mons 


DEDICATION. 


mons to contemplate the Works of 
God; by which Inſtance of generous 
Zeal, tho? dead he yet ſpeaketh. The 
liberal Man deviſeth liberal Things: 
A laudable Example this, in an Age 
of uncommon Infidelity. Being there- 
unto called this Year, I readily com- 
plied, to caſt in my Mite towards 
perpetuating the Remembrance of that 
awful Morning. That the divine 
Bleſſing may attend your ſtated Wor- 
ſhip; that the fluctuating Conduct of 
One, may not move any of you from 
your own ſtedfaſtneſs, and that you 
may maintain the ſame Meaſures of 
Unanimity, which hitherto (even in 
a Time of Trial and Danger) you! have 
ſo conſpicuouſly ſhewn, are the ear- 


neſt Wiſhes of 


Tour moſt ſincere, 
Humble Friend und Servant, 


Da. REEs. 
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Exo p. xl. 26, 27. 


And it ſhall come to paſs, when your 
Children ſhall ſay unto you, what 


mean you by this Service? 


That ye ſhall ſay And the Peo- 
ple bowed the Head and wor- 
Shipped. 


YE 2 E bare reading of this Paſſage 
will caſily give you the Rea- 
0 ſon, why I omit the inter- 
G9) mcdiatc Clauſes of the 27" 


AC 
* - 


— 


1 


| Verſe, and only take in the 
firſt and laſt Sentences of it. So that I am 
very ſenſible of the Original and direct Oc- 
caſion upon which theſe Words were 
ſpoken, and I am very far from attempt- 
ing to make any formal Compariſon be- 
B tween 


(2) 
tween the 7ewiſß Celebration of the Paſl- 
over; and your annual Attendance on this 
Day. That was obſerved by a ſolemn ex- 
preſs Appointment of God himſelf, fot very 
extraordinary Purpoſes : This is only a vo- 
luntary Agreement humbly to commemo- 
rate an awful Providence, that fell out ſome 
few Years ago. However, I hope I may 
venture to lay the Foundation of my pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe in theſe Words, and with- 
out offering any Violence to the proper 
Meaning of them, I may be allowed to 
take Occaſion from them, to ſet before you 
the Deſign of our preſent Attendance, and 
to accommodate them to us, and to our 
Circumſtances by ſuch a Supplement as 
this. And it ſhall come to paſs, when your 
Children ſhall ſay unto you, what mean you 


by this Service? That ye ſhall ſay — © We 


«© mean dutifully to affect our Minds with a 
c freſh Remembrance of a remarkable Pro- 
« yidence,whercinGod manifeſted his Power 
« by a ſtrong and dreadful Wind, in theſe 
« Nations, and other Weſtern Parts of Eu- 
ce rope, even ſuch a ſtormy Wind as threaten- 
« ed utter Ruin and Deſtruction to all before 
« it: And we mean this further by it, viz. 

cc to 


(3) 

c to tranſmit the Memorial of ſo amazing 2 
« Providence to our Children, and to the 
te riſing Generation.” As tis very natural for 
young Perſons, eſpecially ſuch as were born 
ſince, or for thoſe who were of tender 
Years when this happened, to ask their Pa- 
rents and aged Friends, what is the Mcan- 
ing of your yearly Obſervance of this Day ! 
So 'tis juſt and reaſonable they ſhould be 
ſatisfied; that they may humby join with 
us in owning the mighty Power of God. 

Having by this brief Introduction given 
you to underſtand, to what Purpoſe I make 
uſe of this Paſſage, I ſhall endeavour to im- 
prove the preſent Opportunity in LG fol- 
lowing manner, 


I. By ſhewing that tis expected from all 
religious People, to be as faithful as 
they can, in communicating the Know- 
ledge of God and of his Ways to their 

Children, and to any others whom 
they have to do with, 


II. In giving ſome brief Hints of that par- 
ticular Providence, which gave riſe to 
the preſent Service. 

; B 2 - 1 


(4) 


III. I ſhall cloſe up all by a ſuitable Ap- 
plication. 


As to the firſt of theſe 'twill readily be 
allowed, that 'tis the Duty of all religious 
People to be as faithful and diffuſive as 
they can in communicating the Knowledge 
of God and of his Ways to their Children, 


and to all others whom they may have 


to do with. But though this may ſoon 
be granted to be an incumbent and evident 
Duty, yet it may ſeaſonably be asked, how, 
and in what Inſtances is it expected from 
us to diſcharge it? 
I anſwer, it may and ought to be done 


in theſe two following Ways, on each of 
which I deſign to inſiſt a little. 


1. By leading them into the Knowledge 


of the revealed Will of God in general, and 


eſtabliſhing them in the Belief of the 
Truth of it. 


2. By recommending to them in a ſpe- 


cial Manner, the conſtant Agency of the 
Divine Providence, or the Reality of God's 
Government of this World, and all the 
Affairs thereof. 


To 
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(s) 

To begin with the former of theſe, 
one eminent way of imparting to others 
the Knowledge of God, is by inculcat- 
ing to them his revealed Will, and eſta- 
bliſhing them in the Belief of the Truth 
of it. | 

And certainly 'tis one of the greateſt 
Bleſſings that God has vouchſafed to the 
Children of Men, even to grant to them 
the Benefit of his written Word; is 4 
Light to our Feet, and a Lamp to our Path, 
in paſling through this World of Darkneſs 
and Danger. This was the Advantage that 
the Few had above the Greek, or that the 
Children of IJſrael of old had, above the 
reſt of the Nations; for to them were com- 
mitted the Oracles of God. The Pſalmiſt 
took notice of this, and gloried in it, in 
the Behalf of the Fewiſh Church, P/alm 
cxlvii. 19, 20. He ſheweth his Word unto 
Jacob, and his Statutes and his Fudgments 
unto Iſrael; he hath not dealt ſo with any 
Nation, and as for his Fudgments they have 
uot known them. And we may obſerve 
what a ſolemn Charge the Lord gaye ta 
the Elders and Rulers, ſuch as Fathers, and 
Maſters, and Heads of Families in 1/raes, 
B 3 aftcy 
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(6) 
after the Delivery of the Law, that they 
ſhould teach their Children, and tranſmit 
to their Poſterity the ſacred Ordinances 
which they themſelves had received. The 
Account we have in Deut. vi. ver. 1, 6,7, 
8, 9, 20, 21, 24. Now theſe are the Com- 
mandments, the Statutes and the Judg- 
ments, which the Lord your God command- 
ed to teach you, that ye might do them. 
And theſe Words which I command thee 
this Day, ſball be in thine Heart, and thou 


. ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy Chil- 


dren, and ſhalt talk of them when thou ſit- 
reſt in thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt 
by the way, and when thou lieſt down, and 
when thou riſeſt up. And thou ſhalt bind 
them for a Sign upon thine Hand, and they 


fall be as Frontlets between thine Eyes, 


and thou ſhalt write them upon the Poſts 
of thine Houſe, and upon thy Gates. And 
when thy Son asketh thee in time to come, 
what mean the Teſtimonies, and the Statutes, 
and the udgments which the Lord our God 
commanded you ? T hen fhalt thou fay unto thy 
Son, we were Pharaoh's Bondmen, and the 
Lord brought us out of Egypt by a mighty 
Hand, and the Lord ſhewedSigns audWonders 
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great and ſore upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh 


and all his Houſbold before our Eyes, and 
the Lord commanded us to do all theſe 
Statutes, to fear the Lord our God, for our 
Good always, that he might preſerve us alive 
as it is at this Day. Thus we find the 
Zeal of the Lord himſelf for the Preſerva- 
tion and Propagation of his own Word, 
in and amongſt the Families of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael. 

And to do Juſtice to the Character of 
the Jews in general, they were very in- 
duſtrious in teaching their Children the 
Letter of their Laws, and very tenacious of 
the Cuſtoms and Ordinances handed to them 
from Father to Son : Happy would it have 
been for them, if they had ſtudied more 
the ſpiritual Intent and Purport of their 
own Writings, as well as to have been 
careful in preſerving their Records to their 
Poſterity in the liceral Copies of them. 
However the Charge in the main affects 
us as well as it did them; tis for our Ad- 
monition and Imitation; we ought to have 
the higheſt Eſteem, and moſt ſacred Regard 
for God's revealed Will, and to recom- 
mend it carneſtly as the richeſt and nobleſt 

B 4 Treas 


(8) 
Treaſure to our Children, Pſalm » xix. Ver, 
7, 8, 9,10. The Law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the Soul; the Teſtimony of the 
Lord is ſure, making wiſe the Simple. The 
Statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
Heart ; the Commandment of the Lord is 


pure, enlightning the Eyes. The Fear of the 


Lord is clean, enduring for euer; the Fudg- 
ments of the Lord are true, and righteous 


altogether. More to be deſired are they than 


Gold, yea than much fine Gold, ſweeter alſo 


than Honey, and the Honey Comb. Moreover, 


by them is thy Servant warned, and in 
keeping of them there is great Reward. And 
'tis very obſcryable, that the whole of the 
cxix'® Pſalm is compoſed with a great deal 
of divine Art and Care, on purpoſe to ſct 
forth the Dignity and Excellency, the 
Amiableneſs and Beauty, the Uſefulneſs 
and Purity of the ſacred Scriptures. | 

Nor have the Writers of the New Teſ- 
tament been wanting, in maintaining the 
Character, and in extolling the divine 
Worth of Revelation, and in aſſerting the 
Original of all the ſacred Books to be di- 
rectly from the Spirit of God. 


Thus 


7 


(9) 

Thus the Apoſtle Paul aſſured Timothy, 
All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, 
and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſ- 
neſs. And the Apoſtle Peter ſpeaks to the 


ſame Purpoſe, 2 Ep. i. 21. For the Prophecy 
tame not in old time by the Will of Man, 
but holy Men of God ſpake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 

I conclude this Head with obſerving, 
that 'tis a very ſeaſonable time now, in 
this looſe and ſceprical Day wherein we 
live, for religious Men to ſtand up in de- 
fence of the Oracles of God, the Scriptures 
of Truth. Satan has his Agents almoſt in 
every Company, inall Converſations, very 
buſy, attempting to bear down the divine 
Origin and Authority of revealed Religion, 
and ſowing the Tares of Deiſm and Infi- 
delity amongſt the preſent Generation. 
Let the faithful Servants of the Tord then 
glory in this, in aſſerting the Honour of 
the great God, by vindicating the Truth 
of his written Word. 

2. This brings me in the next Place to 
another Point of the utmoſt Importance, 

that we atc to teach our Children and 
others 


World, and all the Affairs thereof. 


(10) 
others under our Care, and that is the con- 
ſtant Agency of the divine Providence, or 
the Reality of God's Government of this 


Next to the Exiſtence of God, and the 
Veracity of his Word, the Belict of his 
real Providence enlarges the Minds of 
Men, and gives them a juſt Apprehenſion 
of that Power, by which they are ſurround- 
cd and ſupported. 

And indeed a tolerable Notion of the 
Doctrine of Providence, is of greater 
Moment, and of greater Comfort to the 
Church of God than moſt People arc 
aware of; mean to be ſatisfied in the Truth 
of this, that God ruleth in both Worlds, 
amongſt the Armies of Heaven, and the 
Inhabitants of the Earth; that he is not 
only the Conſerver and Upholder, but 
the wiſe Governor and Diſpoſer of Per- 
{ons and Things, from the greatcſt to the 


leaſt, or that all things, and all Cauſes . 


and Effects arc ſubject to his ſway and over- 
rule. 


I am naturally led to touch a little upon 
this Subject in the Proſecution of my pre- 
ſcat Deſign; and that I may comprize as 

much 
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much as I can in few Words, of God's Do- 
minion and Diſpoſal of the Univerſe, I 
would obſerve that Angels and Men, both 
good and evil, are under his peculiar Go- 
vernment and Direction; and that the Ce- 
leſtial Orbs and Luminaries, the Sun, Moon 
and Stars are kept in their regular Courſe 
and Order by his infinite Wiſdom and 
Power; and likewiſe that the Earth and 
Seas, and the ambient Air, with the Stores 
and Furniture of it, are ſo far from being 
bencath his Notice, that he often moves 
and actuates them, to the Aſtoniſhment 
and Conviction of the moſt harden'd of 
the Children of Men. 

We have a Varicty of very beautiful 
Hints and Deſcriptions of God's univer- 
ſal Rule in the Holy Scriptures, parti- 
cularly in the Book of Pſalms, ciii. ult. 
The Lord hath prepared his Throne in the 
Heavens, and his Kingdom ruleth over 
all. Bleſs the Lord, ye his Angels, that 
excel in Strength, that do his Command. 
ments, hearkening to the Voice of his Mord. 
Bleſs the Lord, all ye his Hoſts, ye Mi- 
niſters of his that do his Pleaſure. Bleſs 
the Lord, all his Works, in all Places of his 

Daominions. 
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(12 ) 

Dominions. And again in the exlviil. 
Pſalm, in a moſt moving and elegant 
Manner, where the glorious Angels in the 
Heights of Heaven, together with the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, the Earth, Dragons and all 
Deeps, Fire, Hail and Snow, Vapour and 
ſtormy Wind, Mountains and all Hills, fruit- 
ful Trees and all Cedars, Beafts and all 
Cattle, creeping things and flying Fowl, 
Kings of the Earth, and all People, Princes 
and all Judges of the Earth, both young 
Men and Maidens, old Men and Children 
are all loudly called upon to own and 
praiſe him whoſe Name alone is excellent, and 
whoſe Glory is above the Earth and Hea- 
Vens. So that here is a general Summons 
for the whole Univerſe, and all the Inha- 
bitants and Beings therein, to pay their 
Homage to their awful Maker andGovernor. 

It may not be amiſs for me to take No- 
tice here, that it has been, and is ſtill the 


Opinion of many learned and judicious 


Men, that God diſpoſes the moſt remark- 
able Occurrences of this lower World by 
the Miniſtration of Angels; and the Scrip. 
tures in divers Places ſeem not only to fa- 
vour, but even ſtrongly to ſupport this 
Opinion : 
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(13 ) 
Opinion: For as to the good Angels, they 
are expreſly called the Miniſters of the 
Lord that do his Pleaſure; and we read, 
He maketh his Angels Spirits, and his Mi- 
niſters a Flame of Fire: but in an eſpecial 
manner, in regard to his Children and Peo- 
ple, as I ſhall have occaſion to hint, they 
: areall of them ſaid to be miniſtring Spirits, 
| ſent forth to miniſter for them who are 
Heir of Salvation. 

We have however very early Accounts 
of theſe glorious Agents, being employed 
to ſerve or puniſh, to defend or deſtroy 
Mankind. 

No ſooner were Adam and Eve turned 
out of Eaen for their Tranſgreſſion, but 
we find Angels, under the Name of Che- 
rubims, were placed to guard the Paſſage, 
and to prevent their Return, that they 
might not come near the Tree of Life 
again. Gen. iii. 9 5 

We have likewiſe a particular Relation 
of theſe heavenly Meſſengers beiug ſent to 
Abraham and Lot, and revealing to them 
the Deſign of God, in regard to the De- 
ſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
Cities of the Plain that periſhed along with 
them. | I ſhall 


(14) 
I ſhall take little or no Notice at pre- 
ſent of their appearing to particular Per- 
ſons on ſecret and ſpecial Meſſages. My 
Deſign is only to obſerve, where they were 
commiſſioned on certan great and aſtoniſh- 
ing Occaſions; as for inſtance, 'twas an 
Angel, at command of the Lord, that at mid- 
night ſmote all the Firſt-born in the Land 
of Egypt, from the Firſt-born of Pharaoh 
that ſat on his Throne, unto the Firſt-born þ 
of the Captive that was in the Dungeon, ana 
all Firſt-born of Cattle, Exod. xii. 29. 4 
Again when David King of Iſrael had 
gricvouſly provoked the Lord by numbring ? 
the People, the Lord was pleaſed to give 
him his Choice of three Puniſhments; ei- \ 
ther three Years Famine, or three Months 
being deſtroyed before his Enemies, or three 
Days Peſtilence; the Angel of the Lord 
deſtroying in all the Coaſts of Iſrael. And 
the Hiſtory tells us, 1 Chron. xxi. 15, 16. 
that God ſent an Angel to Feruſalem to 
deſtroy it, and as he was deſtroying, The 
It Lord beheld and repented him of the Evil, 
Ji and ſaid to the Angel that deſtroyed, 'tis 
|; enough, ſtay now thine Hand : And the An- 
13 gel of the Lord ſtood by the threſbing Floor 
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of Ornan the Jebuſite; and David lift up 
his Eyes, and ſaw the Angel of the Lord 
ſtand between the Earth and the Heaven, 
having a drawn Sword in his Hand, ſtretched 
forth over Jeruſalem. 

Further, when Sennacherih King of A/- 
fyria invaded Fudah, and threatened Je- 


3 ruſalem, ſending an impious Meſſage to 


blaſpheme the Name of the living God in 
the Days of Hezekiah, the Prophet Iſaiah 
acquaints us, Chap. xxxvii. yer. 36. that 
the Angel of the Lord went forth and ſinote 
in the Camp of the Aſſyrians on that Night, 
an hundred and fourſcore and five thouſand, 
and when the reſt aroſe early in the Morn- 
ing, behold they were all dead Corpſes. 

But we find that the holy Angels are not 
only employed in influencing Armies, as 
in giving Courage and Intrepidity to the one 
Party, and in diſpiriting and intimidating 
of others, as in the Caſe of Gideon and 
the Midianites, Judges vii. but they are of- 
ten active likewiſe in the Diſpoſal of Na- 
tions, and in the Revolutions of States and 
of Kingdoms here upon Earth. They in- 
viſibly dwell and preſide at the Courts of 
Princes, and ſecretly pry into their Cabi- 

nets, 
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( 16 ) 
nets, to influence them and their Coun- 
ſellors to act as the Almighty would have 
Affairs go in the World. 

I ſhall give but one notable Inſtance to 
this Purpoſe, and that ſhall be in the Caſe 
of the vaſt and rich Kingdom of Perſia, ac. 
cording to the Account we have from the 
Prophet Daniel; the holy Man had hum- | 
bled himſelf by Faſting and Prayer before 
God, and was very deſirous to know how © 
it ſhould fare with his People, or how 
God would think fit to diſpoſe of the 
Zewiſh Nation, and what ſort of Provi- 
dences ſhould attend them. God ſent the 
Angel Gabriel to anſwer his Requeſt, and 
to give him Satisfaction in this Point, 
Dan. x. 12. Then ſaid he unto me, Fear 
not Daniel, for from the firſt Day that thou 
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dlidſt ſet thine Heart to underſtand, and to 


chaſten thy ſelf before thy God, thy Words © 
were heard, and I am come for thy Words. 
But obſerve what the good Angel ſaid in 
the 13. ver. The Prince of the Kingdom of 
Perſia withſtood me one and twenty Days. 
But lo Michael, one of the chief Princes, 
came to help me, and I remained there with 

the Kings of Perſia. 
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(17) 

Ver. 14. Now I am come to make thee 
underſtand, what ſhall befal thy People in 
the latter Days, for yet the Viſn is for 
many Days. By the Prince of the' King- 
dom of Perſia withſtanding or oppoſing of 
the good Angel in the 13 ver. is by very 
judicious Expoſitors underſtood an evil An- 
gel, who at this Time had as it were taken 
up his Reſidence at the Court of Perſia, 
to exaſperate and inſtigate the Counſellors 
thereof againſt the ZFews, to prevent the 
Building of the City and Temple of Fe- 
ruſalem. 

I am not inſenſible that ſome would ap- 
prehend by the Prince of the Kingdom of 
Perſia in this Place, Cambyſes the Son of 
Cyrus ; but the Senſe runs ſtrong that it was 
an evil Angel, who had made the Perſian 
Court his Province in a Manner, to act in 
for a Time againſt the Intereſt of the Fews, 
and conſequently againſt God as far as 'twas 
permitted. The holy Angel Gabriel declar- 
ed, that none helped him in his Negotia- 
tions in favour of the Return of the Fews, 
but the Arch-Angel Michael, who ſtood by 
him, and aſſiſted him to promote the Good 
of thoſe poor People. Thus he ſaid to 
GR C Daniel, 
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Daniel, ver. 12. But 1 will ſhew thee; 
that which is written in the Scriptures of 
Truth, and there is none that holdeth with 
me in theſe Things, but Michael your 
Prince *. 

Where 'tis very obſervable, that Michael 
one of the Chief, joining with the other 
Angel Gabriel in promoting the Welfare 
of the Jewiſh People, is called their Prince, 
the Prince of their Intereſt, and that in the 
ſame Senſe, as the evil Angel in the 13th 
ver. had been called the Prince of the King- 
dom of Perſia, There were very great 
Deſigns upon the Wheel at this Time, but 
very ſurpriſing Events, and extraordinary 
Revolutions came to paſs in the Kingdom 
of Perſia in ſome Time afterwards: For ac- 
cording to this Prophecy of Daniel, Alex- 
ander the Great, King of Grecia, march- 
ed againſt Darius Codomannus King of 
Perſia, and overthrew him in two great 


Ex Angelis quoſdam Gentibus quaſi Prefides prœeſſe, gui- 
buſdam ſingulorum haminum creditam eſſe curam, ne eis in- 
commodent & noceant peſtiferi Demones. Aug. 


Hinc (viz. Dan. x.) Hieronymus & alii omnes collegerunt, 
Angulis Provinciis certum aliguem prafettum eſſe Angelum. 


Clemens Alexandrinus affirmat, per fingulas Gentes, civyi- 
tateſque diſtributas ee Angelorum prefeturas. Zanch. 
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pitched Battels, which put an end both to 
him and his Kingdoms. This is to be un- 
derſtood by the Viſion of the Ram, and 
the He-goat that you have an Account of 
in the cighth Chapter of this Prophecy ; 


by the Ram is intended the King of Perſia, 


and by the He-goat the King of Grecia, who 
is ſaid to be filled with Choler, and to run 
upon the other in the Fury of his Power, 
caſting him down to the Ground, and ſtamp- 
ing upon him, and there was none that 
could deliver the Ram out of his Hand. 

I have inſiſted ſomewhat the longer, and 
been the plainer upon this Head, becauſe 
tis of very great Importance to the Church 
of God, and of very great Comfort to re- 
ligious People to know and belicve, that 
the Angels of God have a conſiderable 
Hand in diſpenſing the Affairs of this World. 
They are commiſſioned by their glorious 


| Lord to tranſact many awful Paſſages in 


the Courſe of Providence: But as has been 
mentioned already, in regard to the Church 
and Children of God, they have their pe- 
culiar Charge. Arc they not all miniſtring 
Spirits ſent forth to miniſter for them who 


ſhall be heirs of Salvation ? 
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If we belong to God, we are in a great 
Meaſure under the Tuition and Guardian- 
ſhip of theſe inviſible Friends and Wel- 
wiſhers all our Days, from our Entrance 
into this World, till our Arrival in Glory. 
Mat. xviii. 10. Tale heed that ye deſpiſe not 
one of theſe little ones, for I ſay unto you, 
that in Heaven their Angels do always be- 
hold the Face of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven. Wearc aſſured, that they greatly re- 
joice at our Converſion ro God, foreſecing 
thereby, that we ſhall in the Iſſue be Com- 
panions and Fellow - Citizens with them 


above. They kindly watch over us Night 


and Day, ſlceping or waking, at Times and 
Seaſons that we are not aware of ; 'tis im- 
poſlible for us to expreſs, or indeed to ap- 
prehend from how many Dangers and Diſ- 
aſters they deliver us. Pſalm xci. 11, 12. 
Hegſhall give his Angels Charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all thy Ways. They ſball 


bear thee up in their Hands, leſt thou daſh *' 


thy Foot againſt a Stone. And Pſalm xxxiv. 
78. The Angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear him, and deli- 
wereth them. 


SS 

We have Reaſon to believe, that they 
arc often preſent in our ſolemn Aſſemblies, 
to obſcrye our ſerious Attendance, and to 
take Notice of that Reverence, Order and 
Decorum, wherewith we diſcharge the 
Worſhip of God. 1 Tim. v. 21. I charge 
thee before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and the elect Angels, that thau obſerve 
theſe Things. 

And at the Cloſe of this frail Life, they 
give their faithful and friendly Attendance 
on our Diſſolution, to conduct our naked 
Spirits thro' Regions unknown to us, unto 
the heavenly Manſions. When Zazarus 
died, we read, he was carried by the 4 
into Abraham's Boſom. 

It may not be improper now for me to 
ſhew you, that the evil Angels are ſome- 
times permitted of God to act their Part; 
and tho' they are in Chains and under Re- 
ſtraint, yet the Almighty thinks fit, upon 
ſome Occaſions, to let them looſe in mea- 
ſure and for a ſeaſon, that they may ex 
ert their Power in a ſurprizing Manner, in 
the Air and upon the Earth. The Scrip- 
ture ſaith nothing in vain; the Devil is 
called, The Prince of the Power of the 

C 3 Air; 
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Air; and that he has Power to move and 
diſturb the Air, and to aſſault and annoy: 
Mankind upon the Earth is very evidefrt 
from the Word of God. The Caſe of Fo# 
will put this Point beyond Diſpute, tis 
ſaid Chap. i. ver. 7. that the Lord asked 
Satan, whence comeſt thou? Then Satan un- 
ſtwered the Lord and ſaid, from going to and 
fro in the Earth, and from walking up and 
down in it. And we find that having ob- 
tained leave of the Lord to tempt and af- 
flict that God-Man, one way amongſt di- 
vers others which he took was this, by his 
own Operation, he raiſed a Storm of Wind, 
and ſent a violent Guſt from the Wilder- 
neſs, which ſmote the four Corners of the 

Houſe of 7ob's eldeſt Son; ſo that it fell 
down, and killed all the Sons and Daugh- 

ters of Job, who were at that time met to- 
gether therein, ver. 18, 19. 

Again when the Devil was permitted to 
tempt our Saviour, we read Mat. iv. 5. 
that he took him up into the holy City, 
and placed him on a Pinnacle of the Tem- 
ple, with a Deſign to perſuade him to caſt 
himſelf down. But what a dreadful Ha- 
vock did he make in the Bodies of thoſe. 
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poor Wretches that were held and poſſeſſed 
by him in and about the Days of our Sa- 
viour, which we have an Account of, See 
Mat. xvii. 15. He is lunatict and ſore vex- 
ed, for oftentimes he falleth into the Fire, 
and oft into the Water. And the Spirit 
cried, and rent him, and he was as one dead, 
Mark ix. 26. and we find in the Book 
of the Revelation, that Satan and his An- 
gels are ſometimes bound, and at other 
times let looſe ; which ſhews, that the in- 
fernal Spirits are under the abſolute Con- 
troul of the Almighty, tho' he lengthens 
theirChain upon ſome Occaſions beft known 
to himſelf. 

And there is no doubt to be made, there 
are Legions of evil Angels moving to and 
again upon this Earth, and in this Air where 
we dwell; all theſe things conſidered, as 
one well obſerves, © Our Caſe here in this 
« World appears to be plainly ſuch, as is 
* the Caſe of a Company of naked and un- 
« armed Men in an howling Wilderneſs, 
e where are a Multitude of wild Beaſts, 
* Lions, Bears, Tygers, Wolves and Ser- 
< pentsevery where beſetting them; ſhould 
< thoſe miſcrable Men have Succour ſent 
. 
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© them, able to keep thoſe hurtful Crea- 
ec tyres from them, and to confine them 
« to their Dens and Holes, would not this 
ce be accounted a very ſignal Bleſſing? Now 
« thus has the great God done for us, in 
« ſending forth his good Angels for our 
Relief and Defence, while we are here 
« in the dangerous Wilderneſs of this 
« World, where infinite Numbers of Devils 
ce are ever roving, or going about to de- 
« your.” In a Word, the State we are in 
at preſent, ſeems to be a common Theatre, 
where good and bad Men, and whcre good 
and cvil Angels act their reſpective Parts, 
according as they are either influenced and 
commiſſioned on the one Hand, or reſtrained 
and curbed on the other, by the Sovereign 
Will and Power of God. But to conclude 
this Head, as to what J have to ſay at preſent, 
in regard to the Subſerviency or Agency of 
Angels, whether good or evil, I would ob- 
ſerve, that the Reins of Government and 
Providence are nevertheleſs in the Hands 
of the great God; for whether good An- 
gels are directed, or evil Angels permitted 
to bring about ſuch and ſuch Events; yet 
ſill tis the Almighty Sovereign, that either 
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iſſues out the Order, or is pleaſed to grant 
the Permiſſion. Nor is it any Diminution 
of his Glory, that ſuch mighty Things 
ſhould be done by the Angelic Power, as 
we find there are; it rather redounds more 
to the Honour of God in that he hath made 
ſuch Creatures, and endowed them with 
Faculties capable of producing ſuch Events. 
I now come briefly to touch upon the 
Agency of Providence with reſpect to Man- 
kind; and I need ſay the leſs about it, be- 
cauſe this Branch of divine Government is 
more generally bclieved among us; and 
well it may, for 'tis the Lord who has 
formed us in the Womb, and created our 
Spirits with us: Tig in him we live, move 
and have our Being; he is upon our Right- 
Hand, and upon our Left, whether we per- 
ceive and acknowledge him or not, He 


| knows our down ſitting, and our up-riſmg, 


our walking and our lying down, there is 
not a Word in our Tongue, but lo, he knows 
it altogether ; he encompaſſeth all our Paths, 
and ſecs our Thoughts, and the Intentions 
of our Hearts afar off, Such Knowledge is 
too wonderful for us, it is too high, we can- 
not attam unto it. 

225 There 


(26) 

There is an appointed time for our abode 
and continuance here on Earth, and to 
lengthen out the Period is not in our Power, 
Our times are in his Hands. Fob xiv. 5,6, 
Seeing his Days are determined, and the 
Number of his Months are with thee, thou 
haſt appointed his Bounds, that he cannot 
paſs. Turn from him, that he may reſt, 
till he ſball accompliſh as an Hireling his 


Dey. And the Scriptures aſſure us, that 


God condeſcends to take Notice of the very 
minuteſt Circumſtances of our Lives, as 
where we arc to be fixed, and in what 
Neighbourhood, or what Places of abode 
are aſſigned us. Acts xvii. 26. And he 
made of one Blood all Nations of Men, for 
to dwell on all the Face of the Earth, and 
hath determined the time before appornted, 


and the Bounds of their Habitation. But 


to put it beyond Diſpute, that the Provi- 


dence of God is very exact in ſurveying of 


us, and of every thing that belongs to us, 


we are told, that a Sparrow cannot light 


upon the Ground, nor a Hair fall from the 


Head without the Knowledge of our heaven- 
ly Father. 


I may 
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I may now proceed to obſetve to you, 


that the heavenly Bodies, I mean the Orbs | 


and Luminaries, are under the Dominion and 
Direction of God, or there are certain Rules 


and Laws of their awful Maker, by which 


they are guided and governed. Jer, xxxi- 
35, 36. Thus ſaith the Lord, which giveth 
the Son for a Light by Day, and the Or- 
dinances of the Moon, and of the Stars for 
a Light by Night. Again we read, He ap- 
pointeth the Moon for Seaſons, and the Sun 
knoweth his going down. And the Lord gave 
a ſignal Demonſtration of his abſolute Rule 
over theſe vaſt and glorious Bodies in the 
Days of Joſbua, Chap. x. ver. 12, 13, 14. 
Sun, ſtand thon fill upon Gibeon, and thou 
Moon, in the Valley of Ajalon. And the Sun 
ſtood ſtill, and the Moon ſtayed —— And 
there was no Day like that before it, or af- 
ter it. 

Further, as to this Globe of Earth and 
Sea, that Part of the Univerſe where we 
dwell, and where we converſe, tis moſt 
clear and undeniable, that every thing is 
under the divine Influence and Direction; 
the Earth and Sea, and all that in them is, 
the great and wiſe God ſupports and diſ- 
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poſes of. One Inſtance may ſerve for all, 
to give us Satisfaction in this Point, and 
that is the memorable Deluge in the time 
of Noah, when God broke up the Bounds 
of the Sea, and opencd the Windows and 
Flood-gates of Heaven, and deſtroyed all 
living Things, and Mankind from off the 
Face of the Earth, except the Family of 
| Noah. And wie have a viſible Token left 
us, enough to convince the moſt ſtupid, 
that God governs among us, even the Rain- 
bow in the Cloud, which we often ſee 
with our own Eyes, as a ſure Pledge, that 
God will never enter into Judgment with 
the Earth any more in ſuch a Manner. 
As to the Air that fills the vaſt Space be- 
tween the Firmament and this terraqueous 
Globe, with all the Stores and amazing 
Commotions that are in it, they are ex- 
preſly ſaid to be under the divine Govern- 
ment; Thunder, Lightening, Storms of 
Hail and Snow, Rain or Wind, are ap- 
pointed and over-ruled by the Hand of the 
Lord, who maketh the Clouds his Chariots, 


and walketh upon the Wings of the Wind. 


"Tis a moſt excellent and lofty Deſcription 
that 7ob gives Chap. xxyi. yer. 7, 8, 11, 14. 
a He 
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He ftretcheth out the North over the empty 
Place, and hangeth the Earth upon nothing. 
He bindeth up the Waters in his thick Clouds, 
and the Cloud is not rent under them. The 
Pillars of Heaven tremble, and are aſto- 
niſhed at his Reproof. Lo theſe are Parts 
of his Ways, but how little a Portion is 
heard of him? But the Thunder of his 
Power who can underſtand? And we read 
that the Almighty levelled ſome uncommon 
Storms and Tempeſt againſt particular Ene- 
mies of his, as that the Stars in their Courſes 
fought againſt Siſera, Judges v. 20. And 
again we find, that the Lord thundered 
with 4 great Thunder upon the Philiſtines, 
and diſcomfited them, and they were ſmix- 
ten before Iſrael, 1 Sam. vii. 10. So it is 
ſaid concerning his Diſpoſal of the Wind, 
ſtormy Wind fulfilling his Word, anſwering 
the End that God would haye it. And 
ſpeaking after the Manner of Men: He is 
repreſented as bringing the Wind out of his 
Treaſuries, as if it had been laid up in 
ſtore among other things, to be brought 
out upon ſome ſpecial Occaſions. 

Thus I have attempted to give a ſum- 
mary View of the active and permiſſive 
Providences 
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Providences of God, as running through 
the whole Univerſe, from the highcſt Rank 
of Beings, to the loweſt and meaneſt things 
that are therein, 


II. 'Tis time for me now to give ſome 
ſhort Account of that particular Providence, 
which gave riſc to the preſent Service; and 
that was an aſtoniſhing Storm of Wind, 
that fell out ſix and twenty Years ago, 
chiefly as on the Morning of this Day ; 


ſuch a Storm it was, as carried Horror and 


Amazcment along with it, and threatened 
the poor Inhabitants of theſe Iſles with ut- 


ter Ruin and Deſolation. The dreadful 


Power of that Wind, and the hideons Noiſe 
that attended it, made the ſtouteſt Hearts 
to tremble, and cauſed many profligate 
Wretches to pray unto the Lord, who, 1 
am ſatisfied, were not uſed to call upon 
his Name, with any Seriouſneſs before. 
'T was ſo terrible that few, or perhaps none 
then living, did or could remember the 
like. We did not know what Part of our 
Dwellings to flee to for Security, the whole 
trembling from Top to Bottom, the Air 
and the Earth were as if jointly angry with 
a ſinful People. And 
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And as one well obſerved then, if the 
Lord had ſuffered the Wind to riſe a little 
higher, the Inhabitants of this great, rich, 
and flouriſhing City and Suburbs, would 
have been buried in the Ruins of their own 
Habitations. The Terror it ſtruck, and the 
Devaſtations it made by Land and Seas are 
not to be expreſſed; nor was it confined 
to theſe Nations only, it touched very ſe- 
verely upon ſome of the bordering Provin- 
ces, and other Parts of Europe. 

I ſhall not enter into Particulars, they 


-who would be further informed as to this 


Affair, may pleaſe to take the Account 
from what has been publiſhed, in a little 
time after that Calamity, by ſeveral faith- 
ful and ingenious Hands. 

It remains only for me to make ſome 
Reflections on what has been advanced as 
to the Doctrine of Providence, and that I 
ſhall do in the following Particulars, 

1. We may caſily obſerve, what a ſtrange 
Infatuation has ſeized the Minds of Multi- 
tudes of People in this Age, they will nei- 
ther ſce, hear, nor conſider what God docs 
in the World. They would rob him of 
the Glory of governing it, and wilfully 


and 
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and fooliſhly aſcribe to a blind Chance, 


and a fortuitous Hit, thoſe Occurrences 
and Events, which are guided only by God's 
own skilful and unerring Hand. Many 


pretend to ſtudy Nature, and forget the 


God of Nature, who wiſely diſpoſes of all 
the Parts, and over-rules all the Operations 
of it. And tho' theſe Men will not un- 
derſtand it, yet there is not the leaſt Tranſ- 


action brought about, without the Notice 


or Direction of the Almighty. They are 


the Words of God himſelf, in Pſalm l. 


21, 22. Theſe Things haſt thou done, and 
J kept ſilence, thou thoughteſt that I was al. 
together ſuch a one as thy ſelf, but I will 
reprove thee, and ſet them in order before 
thine Eyes. Now conſider this ye that for- 
get God, leſt I tear you in Pieces, and 
there be none to deliver. 

2. The excellent Doctrine we have been 
inſiſting upon, gives ſtrong Ground of great 
Comfort and Pcace to all religious People. 
They are in the Hands of God in all Places, 
and at all times, nothing can befal them 
but what the Lord ſees, and thinks fit to 
ſuffer; and tho' it be a hard Matter very 
often fox us to be reconciled to his Provi- 

dences, 
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dences, yet ſtill 'tis the divine Hand that 
either raiſeth up, or caſteth down, that 
either comforteth or afflicteth; and bleſſed 
be his Name, we are aſſured that every Diſ- 
penſation ſhall work together for Good, to 
them who love God, and are the Called ac- 
cording to his Purpoſe. Tis this ſweetens all 
his Dealings towards his People, that even 
Chaſtiſements and Afflictions come from 
the Hands of a Father, for wiſe Reaſons 
and for good Ends. The Lord is pleaſed 
to viſit us ſometimes, that he may hear 
from us by Prayer and fervent Cries at the 
Throne of Grace. Thus he ſpeaks thro' the 
Prophet, in their Afiition they will ſeek 
me early. If adverſe Providences tend to 
bring us to refle& upon our Ways, to take 
away Sin, to draw us nearer to God, and 
to ſtir up in us a Spirit of Prayer, we ſhall 
have reaſon to bleſs our heavenly Father 
for ſuch a Viſitation, for perhaps before we 

went aſtray. MITE | 
3. Let us learn to be careful and hum- 
ble Obſervers of the Providences of God, 
and we ſhall find the Comfort and Ad- 
vantage of it. As Stupidity in this Re- 
ſpect is a Sin, ſoit deprives People of many 
s Jos a plea- 


(34 
a pleaſant Review of paſt Favours and Mer- 
cies received. Tis the Character of a good 
Man, that he takes Notice of God's Ways 
and Works. And the Scripture ſays, that 
upon ſome Occaſions a religious Perſon 
ſhall ſee and fear, and upon other Occaſions, 
that he ſhall hear and be glad. | 
According as God appears in his Opera- 
tions, ſo the Soul of a godly Man is af— 
fected with either Sorrow or Joy, with 
Humiliation or Triumph. A ſtupid Wretch 
loſes the inward Pleaſure of looking back 
upon the kind Dealings of God towards 
him. A brutiſh Man knoweth not, neither 
doth a Fool underſtand this. Were we more 
obſervant and watchful, we ſhould have daily 
Invitations to Admiration and Praiſe. 
 WhatgratefulSongs of Deliverance ſhould 
fill our Hcarts and our Tongues, when we 
reflect on ſome peculiar Providences that 
have paſled over us! Would it not be an 
agrecable Entertainment for the Mariner to 
call to Mind, and to be able to ſay, on ſuch 
a Voyage I was in very great Danger, near 
ſuch Shelves, Rocks, or Sands, and in a 
ſtreadful Storm, and yet the Lord delivered 
me from them all? I remember my Heart 
failing, 
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failing, and my Hands trembling, and that 
I made a ſolemn Vow, that if the Lord 
would but ſave me at that time, I would 
become another Man for the future; his 
Vows are now upon me, and I will religi- 
ouſly pay them, and deyote the reſt of my 
Days to him. Again, many a one of the 
military Life in this Nation may reflect 
on the glorious Actions of the late War 
with a grateful Soul, and ſay, I was 
in ſuch a dreadful Battle when thouſands 
fell on my right and left Hand, but I was 
preſerved; the Fire and Sword made fear- 
ful Havock, and hurried great Numbers into 
Eternity, but I was ſpared. What Thanks 
ſhall I render unto the Lord, how ſhall I 
duly ſing his Praiſe! And indecd there is 
ſcarce any one of us here preſent, but may 
recollect ſomething remarkable, as to God's 
delivering him, either by Night or Day, 
in the Darkneſs or in the Light, at ſuch a 
Time and Place, or upon ſuch a Journey, 
when a Leg or an Arm might have been 
broken, or Life itſelf taken away; 
ſuch a one may ſay, either the Lord by his 
own immediate Word commanded Deli- 
verance, or he gave his Angel Charge con- 

cerning 
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ſome here, who join with me in theſe Ac- 
knowledgments, and for late ſignal Deli- 
yerances too; Let ſuch invite others to 
own the Agency of the Providences of God; 
And who is wiſe, and he ſball underſtand 
theſe Things? Prudent and he ſball know 
them? For the Ways of the Lord are right, 
and the Juſt ſhall walk in them; But the 
Tranſgreſſors ſoall fall Fberein, 
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His great Name alone. Iam ſure there arc 


